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5 December 2007

Letter of Transmittal

REPORT:  Arthur W. Leverton, Underground Railroad Agent, and His Family: The Levertons,
Whiteleys and Wrights

Dear Recipient:

The research undertaken by Caroline County Historical Society, Inc. of the life of Arthur W.
Leverton (1806 - 1880) and his role in the Underground Railroad in Caroline County has resulted in the
enclose Report and Appendices. The work was funded in part by Maryland Heritage Areas Authority
through a grant administered by Eastern Shore Heritage Area, Inc. which represents Caroline, Kent,
Queen Anne’s and Talbot Counties. The remaining financial support was provided by the Historical
Society and myself.

Ten copies, each original, were produced and are being distributed to the following institutions

and persons:
Eastern Shore Heritage Area, Inc., Stories of the Chesapeake 2 copies
Caroline County Historical Society, Inc. 2 copies
Maryland Room, Caroline County Public Library - lcopy
Friends Historical Library, Swarthmore College 1 copy
Lilly Library Archives, Earlham College : 1 copy
John Creighton, Cambridge, Maryland 1 copy
John Ferris, East Lansing, Michigan -1 copy
Kate Clifford Larson, Ph. D. 1 copy

Each recipient has offered valued resources and knowledge to draw Arthur W. Leverton out of
obscurity, giving him renewed public recognition which I feel certain he would shun if he had a voice.

Sf-ncerelz, Oé f
Patricia C. Guida '
Denton, Maryland
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- INTRODUCTION

Arthur W. Leverton was born and raised in Preston, a small community in rural
Caroline County on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. The institution of slavery was a
basic feature of the culture of the County; slave labor was essential to productivity as
the economy was solely agricultural. Disapproving on religious and moral grounds,
some Preston residents who disavowed the concept of owning humans for forced
labor, hid and helped many individuals who sought to free themselves by escaping to
the North.

Living near Preston were Arthur Leverton’s father and step-mother, Jacob and
Hannah Leverton. They were part of a local clandestine network that fed and
sheltered fugitives from the lower Eastern Shore, passing them over hidden pathways
that led far enough North to resume life free from oppression. The Levertons, fellow
' Quaker, Jonah Kelley, and Daniel Hubbard, their free-black neighbor, were
recognized in the Abolitionist literature as operators of what came to be called the
Underground Railroad. |

The Caroline County Historical Society has researched the lives of these anti-
slavery activists, including their real estate, and has studied contiguous smaller tracts
owned by free-blacks. A map was produced to show the relationship of the farms of
known abolitionists and others who may have been sympathetic to the plight of those
brave enough to attempt self-emancipation by such a dangerous method. Another
graphic depicts other Underground Railroad related sites in the Preston area. This
material has been attached as Appendix H.

With this report, Arthur W. Leverton can take his place beside all who have

been documented as members of an underground movement that contributed to the
collapse of an un-American master/slave society.

ifi




Arthur W, Leverton is Born in Caroline County, Maryland

On 8 February 1806, Arthur W. Leverton was born to Jacob Leverton (1774
- 1847) and his wife, Elizabeth.! At the age of 30, Jacob had married 19-year-old
Elizabeth Whiteley in a Quaker ceremony on 23 May 1804 at Marshy Creek
Meeting House in southern Caroline County, near Preston.”

Elizabeth, the daughter of Anthony and Sophia Whiteley, was born on 19
December 1784.> Her parents were members of the Nicholite faith, and so
Elizabeth spent her first fourteen years within a simple, sober and unadorned
environment - an approach to life espoused by founder, Joseph Nichols. His
teachings embraced denial of material comforts in order to foster spiritual life *

At the end of the cighteenth century, this religious community, referred to as
New Quakers, began to merge with Quaker groups in the area.” Among the first
Nicholites to do so were Elizabeth’s parents, who, on 1 January 1798, were
admitted to Third Haven Monthly Meeting of the Society of Friends in Easton,
Maryland, as was Arthur’s grandfather, Moses Leverton.®

The birth of his first child took place before Jacob Leverton owned land, so
the new family may have been living within another Leverton household, perhaps
with older brother Daniel (1770 - ? } or Isaac (1774 - ?), their father, Moses,
having died in December of 1800.”

www Jeverion-gensalosy com/ATSA him; Kenneth L. Carroll, Quakerism on the Eastern Shore, p. 253
Ibid., p. 256, No. 8

Kerneth Carroll, Joseph Nichols and the Nicholites, p, 78

Ibid., Chapters 1 - V1, pps. 13 - 68

Ibid., APPENDIX, Part [V, pp. 92 - 94

Ibid., APPENDIX, Part IV, p. 92

Keddie, Neil, Caroline County, Maryland, Register of Wills, 1800-1806, Abstract of Liber JR No. B, folio
474, Moses Leverton, 12/09/1800

RSP R



http://www.1everton~genealogy.cornAJSA,ht.m

Arthur’s Great-Grandfather, Isaac Leverton

According 1o a website devoted to the Leverton family, almost all American
Levertons trace their origins back to one of three imnﬁgrants: Isaac, born ca. 1720,
who came to America, maybe not with the proverbial two brothers, but,
nevertheless, with two other Levertons, John, born ca. 1730, and Thomas, bomn ca.
1730 - Eastern Shore Marylanders all.!

Soon after he arrived on the Eastern Shore of Maryland, Isaac Leverton
married Susannah Notts in Talbot County, Maryland. Their first child was
Arthur’s grandfather, Moses who was bon in 1746. Afier the birth of her second
child, Jacob, in 1748, Susannah died. Isaac then married Elizabeth (last name
unknown). Their children were born in Queen Anne’s County, Maryland, where
Isaac had gone to live: Andrew Foster in 1750, Elizabeth in 1752 and a decade
later, Isaac in 1760 and James in 1762.}

Arthur W, Leverton was descended from Isaac Leverton, through Isaac’s
son, Moses, and grandson, Jacob.

1 www leveston-genealogy com/AT8A hon A fourth branch spelled the name Leventon, originating from
John, b. ca. 1730, '



http://www.leverton-genealoeY.cQm/rJSA.htm

Arthur’s Grandfather, Moses Leverton of Northwest Fork Bridge

Moses Leverton lived his adult life in what was then northern Dorchester
County, raising his large family of twelve children on a farm in what is now the
southeast corner of Caroline County. His first marriage was to Ann (Nancy)
Adams which took place on 29 May 1768.) Bomn to them beginning in 1770 were
Daniel, Isaac, Jacob (Arthur’s grandfather), and, in the jurisdiction of newly
created Caroline County, Rhoda and Jesse.?

After the death of Ann, Moses married Rachel Wright on 15 January 17857
She was born on 2 October 1767 to Nicholite Lemuel Wright and his wife,
Elizabeth* That Moses’ wife was their daughter is proven by the will of Lemuel
Wright, in which he leaves a legacy to his daughter, Rachel Leverton.” Moses and
Rachel’s children were Sarah, John, Lemuel, Charles, Elizabeth and Rachel, and,
named in Moses’ will, Rebecca."® Moses fathered twelve children over a span of
twenty-eight years. He was but fifty-four years old when he died in 1800, leaving
Rachel with six minor children.

The births of his children by Ann Adams, his first wife, and then by Rachel,
are found in the records of the Nicholites, for Moses was one of the earliest
members of that faith which practiced simplicity of life. Their beliefs were much
like the Quakers, but with stricter applications, especially in the use of plain
furniture and undyed clothes. So, Jacob and his siblings grew up in an
environment deliberately unadorned, observing the practice of simple dress and
quiet manners to foster devotion to a dutiful and purposeful life. Frills were folly.

www leverton-penealogy.com;, Carroll: Joseph Nichols and the Nicholites, p. 80, No. 2

Joseph Nichols and the Nicholites, p. 75, Births: Daniel, 3/29/1770; Isaac, 2/07/1772; Jacob, 3/10/1774,
Tbid., p. 80, No. 28

Ibid., p. 78 _

Ibid., p. 99; Caroline County (Wills) Liber JR No. B, p. 351. Levin Wright. Probated in 1796..

Keddie, Neil, Caroline County, Maryland, Register of Wills, 1800-1806; Abstract of Liber JR No. B, folio
474. Moses Leverton, 12/09/1800
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Location of Grandfather Moses’ Farm

Jacob Leverton, along with his brothers and sisters, grew up on their
father’s farm near Northwest Fork Bridge, a small community that formed around
the bridge over the northwest fork of Nanticoke River. The land on which the
home was built was part of the tract St. Georges Regulation which Moses had
purchased in 1771 when he was 25 years old.!

The farm lay on the east side of Northwest Fork Creek and at the time of
purchase, was within Dorchester County. When Caroline County was created in
1773 from portions of Dorchester and Queen Anne’s counties, the part of
Federalsburg on the east side of Marshy Hope Creek was taken into the new
county. By 1791, the growing village of Northwest Fork Bridge was given the
name Federalsburg and the stream, Marshy Hope Creek.?

On the following page, an illustration of the patents surrounding Northwest
Fork Bridge shows the location of St. Georges Regulation, as well as smaller tracts
called Douglass’ Beginning and Bartlett's Manor which were later acquired by
Moses Leverton.?

The suggested location of Moses Leverton’s farm is circled in red on the
Caroline County section of Dennis Griffith’s Map of the State of Maryland (1794).

Dorchester County Court (Land Records) Liber 25 Old, folio 64.

Eleanor F. Horsey, Origins of Caroline County, Maryland from Land Plats, Vol. I, Privately printed,
1981.pp. 54-73, Chapter Two. III, Founding of Federalsburgh

3 Ihid., p. 50. Figure 2.2. Original tracts sturounding Northwest Fork Bridge

4 Griffith, Dennis, Map of the State of Maryland, 1794 [1795] MSA SC 1213-1-356;

B




MAP OF MARYLAND 1794/95

DENNIS GRIFFITH. CARTOGRAPHER

SHOWING CAROLINE COUNTY

Area of the patent St Georges Regulation encircled in red.

epage ealogy.rootsweb.co
Eastern Share Information: Caroline County and Darchester County, 1793,
Craig O’Donnell

[The online iinage is cropped at the southern boundary of Caroline
County, unfortunately eliminating the true division line between
Caroline and Dorchester County.]
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- FIGURE 2.2 Original Tracts Surrounding Northwest Fork Bridge

ORIGINS OF CAROLINE COUNTY, MARYLAND

Volume II, page 50

Eleanor F. Horsey

Printed by the Author
4 South First Street, Denton, MD
1974

St. Georges Regulation colored in yellow,
as are two other tracts owned by Moses Leverton

4b




WORLDS "

END

SRR inow 4y, 688 [t

. IVY RIDGE 1762 N i/
GRIFFITHS PURCHASE /’
and —_—
1688
N /
— {—__aDpDITION TGl VY RIDGE 1763/ yarkINS LUCK
lEx
ETER Exr
T‘E—giﬁ: TER ) 1T |I/
- AR OISPUTE | '
; .
TAYLORS | B i N "
OUTTLETT/ ln & 9 o
{ o oig r\’\
1762 |/ WINDSOR 1‘ &Y =
| | _{“ a
| ¢ a AT
. - ‘ \] o -
. A

WILLIAMS |

MORGANS
LOTTERY
WGQ‘ LUCK

ING |

SHORE DITCH
T—— 1674
ANDERTONS i

- DISCOVERY
~———__ 1785

4
oafrlr.m

-

DOLPHIN
0

g (o
- ST. %" GEQORGES \—'

L',IJACOBE SECRET 1814
|
RATTLE SNAKE ISLAND |774

AU | REG\ULATED

/
LEWIS PROFIT r'?HBL

1778
BARTLETT'S MILL WATER 1800 ?“,m}h
Loy
P <
w
S '
100 perches o

Figure 2.2. Original tracts surrounding Northwest
Fork Bridge.
e— 50 —

OR\&INS OF CAROLINE COUNTY MDD,

ELEANOR F- HOR SEY, (4 &/

Hb




Nicholite Moses Leverton Joins the Society of Friends

In 1798, the Nicholites began to merge with the Society of Friends.'
Arthur’s grandparents, Moses and Rachel Leverton, were admitted to Third Haven -
Monthly Meeting in nearby Talbot County on 1 January 1798, among the first to
do so.?

Twelve months later, Arthur’s father Jacob, and maternal uncles, Arthur and
Anthony Wheatley (a.k.a. Whiteley) - whose names Arthur, and his son, Anthony,
would bear - were accepted into the same Quaker community, as were uncles
Anthony, Arthur, Daniel and Isaac Whiteley.> The two latter uncles were among
the Quakers of Caroline County who emigrated to Wayne County, Indiana.* As
early as 1806, the Society of Friends from North Carolina and other states to the
south had established a presence in Richmond, now the county seat.’

—

Carroll, Joseph Nichols and the Nicholites, APPENDIX, Part IV, 92-94

2 Ibid., p. 92.

3 Ibid., p. 93. The name is spelled Wheatley in the list of Nicholites admitted to Third Haven Monthly
Meefing

4 Carvoll, Quakerism on the Eastern Shore, p. 262,

5 www.eartham edn/Q/brochure]l; The library at Eartham College founded by Quakers, houses the Friends

Collection.
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Moses Leverton’s Household in 1800

- When the Federal Census for Caroline County was taken in 1800, in the
household of Arthur’s grandfather were two white males in the age category 16 to
under 26, and one male over 45. These individuals were most likely:

Moses, 54, born ca. 1746;
his son, Jacob, 26, born 1774
his son, Jesse, 19, born in 1781.

At the time of the census, Moses’ two older sons, Daniel, 30, and Isaac, 28,
were married and had their own households. The census does not account for
Rhoda, born to Jacob and Anna Adams Leverton on 9 February 1779. The rest of
Moses’ six children by Rachel, his second wife, fit in categories suited to their

ages:
one male under 10
two males 10 and under 16

three females under 10

one female 10 and under 16
one female 26 and under 45

Charles, born 1792;

John, born 1787

Lemuel, born 1790)

Elizabeth, born 1794

Rachel, born 1796

(possibly) Rebecca whose birth may have
not been recorded in the Quaker records, but
who was named in Moses will

Sarah, bom 1786

Rachel, his wife,

Not more than six months after the census was taken, Moses Leverton, head

of a large household with ten children - grown, teen-aged, young and younger -

was dead.

N.B. See APPENDIX D for references.



Grandfather Moses Leverton’s Death in 1800

Describing himself in a will written on 21 May 1798 as weak in body,
Moses gave his wife, Rachel, the use of his dwelling plantation until her
remarriage or death. It was then to be sold, along with his saw mill, by his oldest
son, Daniel and the proceeds distributed among ten named children: Jacob, Rhoda,
Jesse, Sarah, John, Lemuel, Charles, Elizabeth, Rebecca' and, oldest son, Daniel.
Each was to receive fifteen pounds current money."

Moses may have been ill at the time he composed his will, the condition
persisting during the two and one-half years before his death which occurred at
age fifty-four. The will was admitted to probate in Caroline County on 9
December 1800.

1 Keddie, Neil, Caroline County, Maryland, Register of Wills, 1800-1806; Liber JR B, p. 7; CAROLINE
COUNTY REGISTER OF WILLS, (Wills) Liber JR No. B, folio 474. Moses Leverton, 12/09/1800. The
microfilm of the recorded will is oo faint to read in order to check the Keddie abstract regarding the heirs,
and the pirysical state of Moses Leverton when he wrote his will. Daughter Rachel was not mentioned in
the abstract, but Rebecoa was. There is no birth date for Rebecca in Joseph Nichols and the Nicholites.

Access to the original Nicholite records and 1o the original will is needed to confirm the material in the
abstract, :




Home of Jacob and Elizabeth Leverton at the Time of Their Marriage

If, after their marriage in May of 1804, Jacob and Elizabeth were living with
family on St. Georges Regulation, it would have been for a short time, as the
property was sold on 12 June 1804 by Daniel Leverton, eldest son of Moses, in
accordance with his father’s will. The selling price was $472.50. The new
owner, William Meloney, was a Quaker and a blacksmith.'

The deed does not reveal why the farm was being sold, or if the widow,
Rachel, had remarried or had died. With six fatherless children under the age of
fifteen, it can only be hoped that the Rachel Leverton who, in 1803, was issued a
license to marry William Kelley, a fellow Quaker, was Moses’ young widow.

1 CAROLINE COUNTY LAND RECORDS (Land Records) Liber I, folio 31.
2 Clark and Clark, CAROLINE COUNTY MARYLAND MARRIAGE LICENSES, 1774 - 1825, p. 23



Possible Early Home in Preston of Jacob Leverton’s Family

When Arthur was four years old, his parents owned no property and may
have been living with Jacob’s eldest brother, Daniel (1770 - 7).

In the census of 1810, the numbers in the age categories between 26 and 44
allow for one male, who could have been Jacob, then 36, assuming that Daniel was
already enumerated as head of household. There were two women between 26 and
44 years of age, who would have been the wives of the two brothers, one male
child under 10 and three female children under 10. The household included one
free person, as well as one slave. In the household of his brother Isaac (1772 - 7),
there was one male and one female between 26 and 44 years of age and no
children of any age.

The land records do not reveal where Daniel Leverton was living at the time
of Arthur’s birth in 1806, but if Jacob Leverton and his family were with this
brother in 1810, they would have been residing in the village that became Preston.
On 31 October 1810, Daniel] Leverton purchased two and three quarter acres of
land on the north side of the main road from Hunting Creek Mills to Dover Ferry,
near the Methodist Meeting House which now stands at the northeast corner of
Main Street and the Preston-Harmony Road.! Two years later, Daniel, and his
brother, Jacob, assumed leadership roles in the community when they were
appointed trustees of Hunting Creek School, accepting a one-acre lot on which to
build a school house.?

N.B. See APPENDIX D for references.

1 CAROLINE COUNTY COURT (Land Records), Liber K, folio 218
2 CAROLINE COUNTY COURT (Land Records), Liber K, folio 536




MAP OF CAROLINE COUNTY
JOHN B. ISLER

1875

A PORTION OF THE MAP OF CAROLINE COUNTY SHOWING
THE AREFA IN WHICH DANIEL LEVERTON BUILT HIS
DWELLING IN PRESTON IN CAROLINE COUNTY. ARTHUR
MAY HAVE BEEN LIVING THERE AT THE AGE OF FOUR.
THE LOCATION OF HUNTING CREEK THE SCHOOL IS ALSO
SUGGESTED.
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The Death of Arthur Leverton’s Mother. His Father Remarries

An only child, Arthur reached his seventh birthday one month before the
death of his mother, Elizabeth Whiteley Leverton, on 27 March 1813. She was
twenty-nine years old.!

On 18 May of the following year, his father married Esther Swiggett,
daughter of Quakers Jobnson and Mary Swiggett.?> Esther was born on 11 April
1788 when her parents were members of the Nicholite community.® At the time of
her marriage, Esther was 26 and Jacob, 40.

—

Carroll, Quakerism on the Eastern Shore, N W Fork M. M., Deaths, p. 259.

2 Ibid. N W Fork M. M, Marriages, p. 256, No. 20, Jacob Leverton (son of Moses and Aun), Caroline
County, and Esther Swiggett (daughter of Johnson and Mary), Caroline County, at Cenire Meeting House,
5/18/1814.

3 Carroll, Joseph Nichols and the Nicholites, p. 77.

10




Jacob Leverton’s First Land Purchase

Seven months after his marriage to Esther Swiggett, Jacob Leverton bought
a farm, part of the 1,724- acre patent Church Grove.! The sellers were heirs to
6,700 acres of land in the estate of James Murray.? Located east of the village of
Preston, Jacob’s portion of Church Hill ran from the eastern boundary of the
patent Painter’s Range on the west side of the mill pond, crossing it (the pond was
exchuded from the deed) and nearly reaching (now) Gallagher Road. The price
paid for 219 acres was $2,192.50.% It was on this tract that Jacob settled his
family, either in a dwelling on the propetty, or in a residence he built for himself,
his new wife, Esther, and his son, Arthur, then seven. This 1% story frame
dwelling was expanded later by a brick 2-story addition. The latter has been
restored. In shambles, the older section was razed and replaced.

Jacob and Hannah Leverton conducted their anti-slavery activities from this
home.’ Documented by Caroline County Historical Society, the Jacob and Hannah
Leverton Dwelling was certified in 2005 as a station on the Underground

Railroad.’

1 MARYLAND STATE ARCHIVES, LAND OFFICE (Patents) Patent Record Liber B, p. 17, Church
Grove. This is a resurvey of smaller contiguous tracts into one whole. 1801

2 A BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY OF THE MARYLAND LEGISLATURE, 1635 - 1789, Vol. 2,p. 607. A

member of the Maryland Legislature, James Murray (? - 1784) was born in Dorchester County, probably at
Glasgow on the Choptank River, near Cambridge. His mill at Upper Hunting Creck, (now called
Linchester AMill), produced flour for the Preston commumity, and, as local legend has it, supplied the

military during the Revolutionary War. The mill house, with all of its equipment, the mill land, the homes
of the miller and his assistant, were purchased by Caroline County Historical Society in 20035; the bed of the
mill pond, emptied in 1974 when the earthen dam gave way, is now in title to County Commmissioners of
Caroline County. The plan is restoration of the mill machinery and mill pond.

3 CAROLINE COUNTY COURT (Land Records) Liber L, folio 134. (1814)

4 Wilbur H. Siebert, The Underground Railroad from Slavery to Freedom, p. 407: APPENDIX E: Dirvectory
of the Names of Underground Railroad Operators and Members of the Vigilance Commitiees

5 NPS National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom, www npr.goviustorv/ugrr/list. him

11
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PLAT OF THE FIRST TRACT OF LAND
PURCHASED BY.
JACOB LEVERTON (1777 - 1847)
IN 1814
AND SUGGESTED LOCATION ON
CAROLINE COUNTY PROPERTY MAP 59

THE DWELLING IN WHICH ARTHUR AND HIS
FAMILY LIVED IS WITHIN PARCEL 160 ON THE MAP

Plat drawn with software program
DEED PLOTTER +
from legal description in the deed.
Placed on Caroline County Property Map 59 to suggest location..
| Property Maps from © Maryland Department of Planning
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Title: 234 1814 Tr. to sell R E of Wm Littleton Murray to Jacob Leverton 219.ac | Date: 06-26-2004

Scale: 1 inch = 1200 feet |File:

Tract 1: 224,509 Acres: 9779624 Sq Feet: Closure = $55.2006e 0.00 Feet: Precision >1/999999: Perimeter = 13361 Feet
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